STAT Approved For Release 2007/03/23 : CIA-RDP99-00498R(00200020085-8

EARED

ATSP

’ ARTICLE AT
Ol PAGE

Keepmg The phone Imes open at Ihe CiA
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as weapons e\:pendxtures andoil: "z

-gets, and sometirnes even the location of fa-

_within the US politicat system. ~

‘tion and access to.the CIA. When many over-
seas intelligence: agencies. are. reluctant -to

sionak CIA press briefings” While they seldom
‘address truly-sensitive - issues,. they- énablef
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Itis clear that pubhc mformatmn pamcuw
larly about sensitive intelligence and foreign
policy matters, will be harder to come by un-
der the Reagan administration than under its
‘predecessor. The administration recently an-
_nounced changes that will restrict the release
of documents under the Freedom of Informa-
tion Act-Now the Central Intelligence Agency
is taking steps to-tighten-disclosure of infor-
mation by ending private briefings for report-
ers and also by reviewing its policy about pub-
lishing unciassified documents ou such toplcs

"No other major mtelllgence agency in the
world, it should be noted, supplies inteltigence
briefings on demand. Most agencies, in fact,
are shrouded in secrecy within their nation as
to such details as operating personnet;_bud-

cilities. The CIA, by contrast, is fau‘ly wsxble

It hasbeen especxally S0 followmg legxs]a-
tive and executive reforms in the wake of the
Watergate scandal. There is no question re-
form was needed in order to safeguard
against the kinds of egregious abuses by the
CIA which came to light in congressional in-
vestigation. Now, hewever, it is possible that
the pendulum of.reform may have swung too
far toward more open intelligence informa-

share information with the United States for
fear of compromise, there indeed would seem
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. sional reporter with a selid grasp on a topic.

truly important classified matenal {o standi

to be grounds for reforming the reforms. :
What is needed is a proper balancmg of
mterests The Freedom of Information Acty
for example, provides exemptions in the case
of the release of sensitive intelligence data.
There can be little quarrel with the need to
protect such vital material from exposure:-.
But there is something| to be said for occa-

specialists to gain an impression or *“feel” fory
what is happening in certain areas of interest
and to take the agency’s measure by assess-

" ing the quality-of its research. A nuance of

word here, a reluctance to.address a topic;

tIONITOR

there all such small seemmgly mconbequen-
tial utterances, can often be-useful to a profes-

Also valuable has been the practice of re-|
leasing. unclassified decuments, which was
expanded during the tenure.of Stansfield
Turner: Making more information-available
is useful to the business and academic com-
munities. It also tends to aid the intelligence
pipeline by unclogging the system.— allowing

out within the vast mformatlon accumulatmn
inside the agency. T U

. -~The CIA must take all approp ate step
ensure that its vital intelligence information
is not compromised. That may well warrant aj
return to a more closelipped agency than has
been the case in recent years. But the US.is a
representative government. The public doés
have the right to at least a rmmmal access to
its highest officials. - ot

- TheCIAmust not retum to the days of wﬂd
cloak-and-dagger operations or of excesswe
secrecy when the agency did not even allow
the posting of road sigos showing its location,
and telephone switchboard operators (if you
could find the right phone number) would not
ucknowledge that the CIA was on the phone
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